Searching as Strategic Exploration:

Library Searching Assignment

Purpose
This assignment will introduce you to searching and refining your search for scholarly literature

using a university catalog. The librarians will then build off this assignment during our in class
session, which will prepare you for your annotated bibliography assignment.

What is Scholarly Literature?
Scholarly literature is written by experts in the field. They usually publish their research in

academic journals and are employed by universities and other educational or research
institutions. They submit their articles to editors of academic journals, who decide on whether or
not the article should be published. This peer review process means that before the article is
accepted and published, it will be reviewed by several other experts in the field, who suggest
changes and/or make the recommendation to publish the article.

Scholarly Journal vs. Popular Periodicals

Scholarly Journal Article Popular Magazine Article

Published in an academic journal, described also as refereed or peer- Published in a popular, general interest, or news

reviewed.

magazine.

Author is an expert on the topic or a scholar.

Author may be a lay reporter.

The piece is written to a specialized audience of peers or students.

The audience includes the general audience

Includes: in text citations of sources or footnotes, and bibliography

Sources may not be cited formally

Vocabulary is complex and technical

Vocabulary is familiar, non-technical

Graphics are used to illustrate a point

Graphics are used for visual impact

Titles may include the words Journal, Review, or Annals; and/or refer to a
field of study.

Examples: Anthropology & Education Quarterly, Journal of Higher
Education.

Titles are often general, usually catchier.

Examples: People, Newsweek, GO

Published monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually

Published weekly or monthly.
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Assignment

1. Go to libraries.usc.edu. This is the USC Libraries home page.
2. In the red square, search for robotics.
3. List how many results you get here:

Example of where to find the total number of results:

com puter science X Everything

Allitems ¥ that contain my query words ¥ anywhere in therecord ¥

Sign in to request items or to access your library account ':H Signin X Dismiss

PAGE 1f 9,496 Results Personalize

BT  JOURNAL B2 o»w X
== Theoretical computer science (Online)

European Association for Theoretical Computer Science.

Amsterdam : Elsevier Science; Began with vol. 1, issue 1 (June 1975).; 1975

4. Under Material Type (left hand side), select Articles. This is an example of refining
your search.

Example of where to find material type:

Allitems ¥ that contain my query words ¥ anywhere in the reco

Sign in to request items or to access your library ac

- . PAGE 1 10,408,746 Results Personalize
Refine my search
bpaityesilts Computer science.
Akademia Gorniczo-Hutnicza im. S. Staszica w Krakowie, issuing
Sortb - Krakéw : AGH, Uczelniane Wydawnictwa Naukowo-Dydaktyczne
Y Relevance ¥ ydakty
a PEER REVIEWED =) OPEN ACCESS

Availability -~ Available Online >

Available online

Computer science
National Science Foundation {U.S.). Computer Science Section.;

Peer-reviewed Journals

Open Access

w Section.;

and Policy Analysis. Program Rev

Available in the Librar
L Washington, D.C.? : National Science Foundation, Office of Planr

Policy Analysis, Program Review Section; 1981

Available at Grand Depository GOVDOC BOOKSTACKS (NS 1

Articles (4,&

Newspaper Articles (2,894,570) 3 THER

Computer Science *
Cari Lyle

Dissertations (1,076,357) ‘ -8
University of Southern California; 2011-07-14 21:04:28

Conference Proceedings (64

Book Chapters (280,296) Available Online »

Reviews (264,835)

Books (101,914) = BOOK
Computer science

s ce s {6 ) National Science Foundation (U.S.). Division of Mathematical an

Reference Entries (53.509) Division of Strategic Planning and Analysis. Program Review Offi
Washington, D

C.7 : National Science Foundation; 1977

Technical Report (6,725)



5. List how many article results you get here:
6. Continue to refine your search for only Peer-reviewed Journals and list your results
here:

Example of how to refine your search to only peer-reviewed journals:
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7. Refine your search to only show results from the last five years and list number of
results:

Example of how to refine your search by date

S : PAGE 1 880,
Active filters

Articles w Peer-reviewed Journals »

Years: 2014-2019 X

.:) reset

Refine my search

Expand My Results

Sort by Relevance ™

Availability ~

Available online

Open Access

Date
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2014 2019 Refine o
Subject A

Engineering (157,067)



Questions:
1. What did you notice about the total number of results from when you first searched to
when you finished your search? What is happening here?

2. List two peer reviewed articles for robotics that you found.
a.



