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Category Excellent Commendable Satisfactory Submitted 
Summary Annotations provide 

a  thorough but 
concise summary of 
the topic and main 
arguments presented 
in each source. 

Annotations provide 
a brief and/or basic 
summary of the topic 
and main arguments 
presented in each 
source. 

Annotations provide 
some information 
concerning the topic 
and main arguments 
presented in each 
source. 

Annotations provide 
little to no 
information 
concerning the topic 
and main arguments 
presented in each 
source. 

Quality of 
Sources 

Sources are 
professional and 
reliable (peer-
reviewed or similar 
quality). They are 
acceptable for 
research purposes. 

Sources are 
professional but not 
reliable. They would 
not necessarily be 
recommended for 
research purposes. 

Sources are neither 
professional nor 
reliable. They would 
not be acceptable to 
use for research. 

No sources are given. 

Significance of 
Source 

Annotations 
reference the greater 
significance of the 
source and/or its 
relationship to the 
chosen research 
topic. 

Annotations present 
a brief and/or basic 
reference to the 
greater significance 
of the source and/or 
its relationship to the 
chosen topic. 

Annotations present 
some reflection on 
the source’s greater 
significance and/or its 
relationship to the 
chosen research 
topic. 

Annotations present 
little to no reflection 
on the source’s 
greater significance 
and/or its 
relationship to the 
chosen research 
topic. 

Readability of 
Annotation 

Annotation is very 
well written, 
concisely phrased and 
clear in its 
articulation of the 
topic explored and 
source summarized.  
Perfect or very few 
word choice issues. 
Very readable. 

Annotation is well 
written and makes a 
good effort to be 
clear and concise in 
its phrasing. Despite 
some word choice 
issues, the entry is 
readable. 

Annotation displays 
some issues with 
readability, clarity, 
and/or concision. 
More revision for 
logic and flow of 
sentences is 
recommended. 

Annotation is difficult 
to understand due to 
word choice issues, 
problems with logical 
flow, and/or lack of 
clarity in phrasing. 
Extensive revision is 
recommended. 

APA Citation 
Formatting 

APA format contains 
no or very few errors. 
The reader would be 
able to find the article 
referenced. 

APA format contains 
several errors. The 
reader would have to 
make several search 
attempts to find the 
article referenced. 

Consistent errors in 
APA format. Reader 
would struggle to find 
the article 
referenced.  

APA format is not 
attempted. 
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